
500 AD?
Marquesan settlers come to Kaua`i in
voyaging canoes reportedly at
Waimea.
Menehune Ditch built at Waimea.
First settlers to Hawai`i introduced
pigs and chickens of Asian ancestry.
They also bring `Ape (elephant's ear),
`Awa (kawa), `Awapuhi Kuahiwi
(shampoo ginger), Hau Ipu (gourd),
Kalo (taro), Kamani (Alexandrian lau-
rel), Ki (ti), Ko (sugar cane), Kou,
Kukui (candlenut), Mai`a (banana),
Milo (portia tree), Niu (coconut), Noni
(Indian mulberry), `Ohe (bamboo),
`Ohi`a `Ai (mountain apple), `Olena
(turmeric), Olona, Pia (Polynesian
arrowroot), `Uala (sweet potato), Uhi
(yam), `Ulu (breadfruit), Wauke
(paper mulberry)" with them.

1778
British explorer Captain James Cook
makes first landfall at Waimea,
Kaua`i. Introduced melons and goats
to Ni`ihau. Only melons survived.
Anchorage at Waimea marked on all
maps thereafter. 
1786
Captains Dixon celebrates first
Christmas off-shore anchored at
Waimea, Kaua`i. Kaumuali`i makes
Waimea his permanent home by this
time to take advantage of ship trade.
1787
Captain John Meares takes Waimea
ali`i Kaiana aboard his ship to China.
First Hawaiian to travel to China. 

1789
First American ship
the Columbia visits
Waimea. Takes two
Hawaiian boys on as
crew, the first
Hawaiians to visit
the American coast.
1790
Sandalwood discov-

ered in Hawaiian Islands
at Waimea by American
Capt. Kendricks.
1815
Russian American
Trading Company’s Dr.
Georg Scheffer given per-
mission by Kaumuali`i to
build forts at Waimea
and Hanalei, expelled in
1817
1820
New England missionaries Whitney
and Ruggles settle at Waimea. King
Kaumuali`i and his wife Deborah
Kapule become the first students of
missionaries.
1821
Kaua`i King
Kaumuali`i prepares
missionary expedition
to Marquesas with

Samuel Whitney. Kaumuali`i is kid-
napped by Liholiho at Waimea during
dinner aboard "Halaleo O Hawaii"
and exiled on O`ahu. Samuel Whitney
records in his diary the making of
sugar crystals at Waimea.
1824
Kaumuali`i dies, Kaua`i chiefs rebel
resulting in killing or exile of all
Kaua`i chiefs. Land divided among
Kamehameha family & retainers.
Governor Kaikioewa rules the island
continuing to make Waimea the capi-
tal of the island.
1826
Governor Kaikioewa builds a west-
ern-style house at Waimea in 1826.
After severe alterations, the house is
still used as a parsonage. 

1829
Western-style hous-
es and adobe house
built at Waimea for
the two missionary
families: Whitneys
and Gulicks. Only
the Gulick home
still stands after
extensive remodel-
ing by George
Rowell in 1846-48.
1835
A crude Chinese
mill produced
sugar at Waimea in
a demonstration by
William French

prior to Ladd & Co. starting its first
systematic cultivation of Hawaiian
sugar cane at Koloa.
1837
Governor Kaikioewa starts a sugar
plantation at Waimea with a Chinese
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Capt. James Cook

Taro plants  & stirrup-
shaped poi pounder. At
top is a ring-shaped
pounder unique to
Kaua`i.
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