West Kaua'l’s Heritage

The native people of Kaua'i inhabited the
fertile valleys of Hanapépé and Waimea for
centuries before Captain Cook arrived in
1778. Wetland taro was the principal crop.
The salt pans at Hanapépé wee famed from
ancient days for the sea salt made with the
iron-rich, healing 'alaea clay. The plains at
Mana with its gr eat wetlands were rich in
birdlife and supported a lar ge population.
The island of Ni'ihau, although separated by
water, was an integral part of West Kaua'i.

Much of West Kaua'i is hidden from the
casual visitor. Traveling west out of Kalaheo
on Kaumuali'i Highway , HWY 50, and its
offshoot HWY 550, traverse one of the most
historical and unique cultural ar eas on the
island of Kaua'i; taking a visitor fr om the
sea to the forests above, illustrating the

resources important to the Hawaiian
cultur e. Museums, visitor centers,
outdoor signage and this brochure
attempt to express the
respect and love we
have as residents
of our special
place—
West Kaua'i.

West Kaua'
Event Highlights

Weekly, 6-9 pm.
Hanapépé Friday Art Night, Hanapépé

February
Waimea Town Celebration, Waimea

May
Banana Poka Festival Kdke'e

October
Queen Emalani Festival, Kdke'e

December
Waimea Lighted Christmas Parade, Waimea
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For more information —
www .wkbpa.org
www . kokee.org
http://kauai.net/hanapepe/
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